Miyagi English Library %% £ Date

*¥

|
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Look at this picture! Do you know this? Is it arice
bowl or a tea cup? It is apot! You can see a face on the
pot. It looks funny, doesn’tit? We call it bokusho doki.
Bokusho is writing using ink and doki is earthenware.
Bokusho dokifrom the Heian period was discovered in

Tagajo in 1961. Why did people in the Heian period draw

faces on pots? Can you guess? In those days, a lot of
bad things happened. There were wars, natural disasters,
diseases, and so on. People in the Heian period used the pots in ceremonies to wish for
good luck. They threw them away in the river. The pots are about 10 cm tall. The faces
have beards. They look funny. But it is the face of Yakubyougami, the god of plague! So
people in the Heian period must have thought that if they threw Yakubyougami away, the
bad things happening to them would also disappear. Anyway, one may say face pots are
not funny, but scary. (17638
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Tagamon’s speech was very interesting. I learned the face pot

shows ( ) , the god of plague. It doesn’t look like
Yaokubyougami. Actually, it looks like an anime character to me.

I don’t think face pots are ( ) but ( )!
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Do
T BDLFFR bokusho doki
T HESNIEFNR Heian period
TENFERBEN They used them in ceremonies to wish for good luck.
TBEOKEX They are about 10 cm tall.
T HRIFHEHNTVBLODERL Yakubyougami (the god of plague)
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Tagamon ’s speech was very interesting. I learned the face pot shows
(Yakubyougami'), the god of plague. It doesn’t look like Yakubyougami. Actually,

it looks like an anime character to me. I don’t think face pots are ( scary ) but
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(f51) These are three other face pots in Tohoku History Museum. They have beards too. But

the shape and color are different.



