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Bracken Millionaire [Read and Think]
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A long time ago, there was a poor farmer. He always worked very hard. Every year, a god called

Hachijyuhachiya-sama came to the famer’s village. The farmer had to give Hachijyuhachiya-sama
some mochi. One year, the weather was bad. So the farmer could not grow enough rice. But he
got some rice from his neighbors and gave Hachijyuhachiya-sama some mochi.

That night the farmer had a dream. In his dream, Hachijyuhachiya-sama said, “You are a good
man. I'll give you one warehouse out of seven.” The next day, the lord of the village called the

farmer to his castle. The lord said,_(7) “T'll give you one warehouse. There is a rice warehouse,

»

a money warehouse, a straw warehouse and so on. Choose one out of the seven.” The farmer

answered, “I am a farmer. I want the straw warehouse.” So he got the straw warehouse.

That night, the farmer had another dream. In his dream, Hachijyuhachiya-sama said, “Over
the mountain, you can see Hage-yama. Go there and burn some straw.” The next day, the farmer
went to Hage-yama and burnt some straw. After a while, he found some bracken there. He got
the bracken and sold it. Money and rice may disappear quickly but bracken can grow every year.
The farmer became a rich man.
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