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Celebrating Cultural Diversity

By: Cai Okazaki (Kurihara ALT)
Did you know? Hawai ‘i and Japan’s culture are very similar! We

eat sushi, use chopsticks, and take off our shoes in the house.
But school events are very different. One such example is our
graduation ceremonies. First, Japanese graduations are very

serious and quiet. I was so surprised! On the other hand, Hawai i

graduations are really loud. There is a lot of cheering---it’s like a party!

Second, people give flowers in Japan, but in Hawai ‘i people give leis. A lei is

like a necklace or headband. It represents love, respect, and friendship. There

are many different kinds of leis such as flowers, food, money, yarn, and so on.
Because leis are popular graduation gifts, I wanted to give them to my

students. So, I made ribbon leis for my 3rd grade students. They were surprised,

but very happy! I'm happy I could share my culture with them. But most

importantly, I'm thankful to have known such amazing students! (170 words)
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Questions

| How are Hawai‘i and Japan’s graduation different?

2 Whotisalei?

3  Why was Ms. Okazaki happy?

% Hawai'i and Japan have the same events, but they are experienced in different
ways! Every country has unique ways they enjoy events. Let's talk about some.

Is there an event you want to learn more about? What is it, and what do you want to
learn about it?

What is a holiday you think only Japan celebrates?
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Questions

| How is Hawai'i and Japan's graduation different?
NOAEBRDERRIIESENEIH?
(#11) Japanese graduations are very serious and quiet, but Hawai ‘i graduations are

loud.

(f512) People give flowers in Japan, but in Hawai ‘i people give leis.
2 Whatisalei?

LAEIHATIn?

(1) It is like a necklace or headband.
3  Why was Ms. Okazaki happy?

REANTFREJEUNOIZTUEN?

(f51) She could share her culture with her students.

*  NIAEBATERCITENHYE TN ZDEUAAIFELYET | EOEICEH. ENERSTIIOITEDELA AN HYE
T LWSONRTWERULD,
EDEFHUSHVIZWARIMIBYEIN ? EDARYNIATIN ? BFHICED L SBRRICOVTHVZWTIH ?

Yes, I want to learn about Saint Patrick's Day. I want to know why everyone wears

green on that day.

BAZZINERNUTWSERSHBIXETIH ?
I think White Day is only celebrated in Japan.
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