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Onagawa’s Happiness Recovery Festival

The Great East Japan Earthquake was on March ||, 201 1. A big
tsunami struck the coastal areas of Onagawa. The tfown was seriously
damaged. But three years after the earthquake, in March 2014, the
town held a festival called “Fukko-sai”. Fukko means recovery in
Japanese. It can also mean happiness when you use different kanji.
So “Fukko-sai” is called the “Happiness Recovery Festival.” As part of
the festival, there is an
event called “Onagawa Fukko-otoko Race”. It is held at 3:32 p.m. because that is when
the tsunami struck in 201 1. The runners run uphill for about 420 meters from Onagawa
station to Hakusan shrine. The first runner to reach the goal will win the title of Onagawa
Fukko-otoko, “Happiness Recovery Man.”

This race first started at Nishinomiya shrine in Hyogo prefecture during the Showa period.
Onagaowa town asked the priests at Nishinomiya shrine, “Can we copy your race for our fown’s
recovery efforts?” The priests at Nishinomiya shrine said, “Of course! We also want to
return the favor because people in Tohoku helped us after the Great Hanshin-Awaji
Earthquake.”

By holding festivals every year, people can pass on memories from generation to
generation. They can make this not just a simple event but a tradition. The festival can

be a way for people to remember the earthquake for a long time. (21638
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Imagine living with many different people in a local shelter after a big
earthquake. What can we do to help other people?
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Imagine living with many different people in a local shelter after a big
earthquake. What can we do to help other people?

(1) We can ask people in need, “Do you need some help?”

We can help each other by communicating with each other.




